
CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANDEILO FERWALLT
BISHOPSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
BISHOPSTON COMMUNITY FULL COUNCIL - 24/02/25 AT 19:00
CHAIR: L ELLIS
CLERK: ANTHONY JONES 
 PRESENT:

L. Ellis, A. James, C Scott, B. Ball, R. Brace, I.Shemilt, K. Laurence, N. Lomas S. Dunce, Cllr Lyndon Jones

1. APOLOGIES
L. Sudbury, J. Jones  H. Hartshorn, R. Brace, N. Matthews

2. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONNEL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST
S Dunce - Common Land / Pump Track

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes from the meeting on 27/01/25 were approved. 

 REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS
Glyphosate Alternatives: Cllr Lyndon to contact Swansea for guidance on glyphosate alternatives. Update to be provided in Cllr
Lyndon’s update. 
Memorials - Clerk to check for community councils sharing best practices for a  (One Voice emailed, no response – to chase) 
Copley Woods Skate Park Project: Clerk updates provided; delays reported.
LDP2 Action: LDP2 updates were posted on social media via Clerk. 
Water Drainage from Car Park Issues: A new contractor is scheduled to visit on Friday due to the previous no-show.
Kitchen Cleanliness: Concerns raised regarding hygiene in the community hall; cleaning standards to be addressed.

4. PLANNING 
100 Bishopston Road – No objection. 
9a Redcliffe – Carrying over (Standard Consultation Expiry Date - Tue 11 Mar 2025)
12  Caswell Bay Road - No objections 
9 Mansel Drive – No objection
12 Whitestone Gardens -  No objection
12 Kilfield Road –  No objection 
Whitewalls – Objection - Concerned of lack of privacy

5. ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL - JANUARY 2025
Reviewed and approved, with no further actions required.



6. EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
Subcommittee formed - Cllr Lyndon, J Jones, S Dunce and I Shemilt.
Purchasing of a Generator – When the committee meet they will instruct what type of Generator is needed. 
Chair advised adding a discussion on forming an "Emergency Committee" to the agenda of the next meeting for further
consideration when J Jones is present. 

7. PROJECT UPDATES:
ACTIVE TRAVEL TRACK

Bishopston CC voted in favor to sell the land with the information provided remotely. 
Response was sent to Swansea council on 14/02/25
Cllr Lyndon has been advised that the earliest completion: Summer or Autumn 2025 (pending planning approvals).

WELLFIELD / MURTON PARK
Equipment ordered & funding secured for Wellfield. 
Expected completion: Spring 2025.

UNADOPTED PATH IN WELLFIELD PARK 
The access road on the unadopted path in Wellfield is currently not maintained by any known authority.
Swansea Council and the Countryside Access Team have confirmed that they will not undertake maintenance, as the land
does not belong to Swansea Council.

DEED OF EASEMENT
There is uncertainty regarding whether any of the residents hold responsibility for the maintenance under a deed of
easement.
Further investigation is needed to clarify legal responsibilities.
Entrance to Wellfield
It has been noted that the entrance to Wellfield will eventually need modifications.
A chain-link fence is currently in place, but future changes may be required.

OWNERSHIP INQUIRY
Cllr Lyndon will contact the Somerset Trust to determine if they have any information regarding land ownership.
Peter Lamphere may also have relevant information and will be approached for further insights.

ACTIONS:
Cllr Lyndon to reach out to the Somerset Trust for ownership details.
B Ball to investigate the deed of easement and its implications for residents.
Clerk to contact Peter Lamphere for additional information.

COPLEY WOODS (INCLUDING PUMP TRACK)
Bishopston Skatepark Project updated 
Awaiting a meeting with Curve Studios. 
Plans to integrate the project into broader Copley Woods redevelopment, including nature trails.

8. FOOTPATH OFFICER UPDATE: WALKERS ARE WELCOME

ADOPT A PATH
BCC have edged the path across Murton Green 
Training on bush cutters and hedge Cutters for volunteers will be in Clyne valley on 5th/ 6th March 



BISHOPSTON VALLEY 
Severe storm damage reported in Bishopston Valley.
Survey of Bishopston valley with Cllr Lyndon, Swansea Local Authority, Gower Society, National Trust and Footpath Officer last
week.
Plan for tree clearance agreed.
Full day on 24/02/25 - about 20 trees cleared -Swansea Local Authority, Footpath Officer and Neil Barry. 
National Trust have contractors booked for trees beyond Swansea Local Authority scope.

FOOTPATHS 
Trees cleared from path to Hael lane 3 weeks ago
Hael lane now repaired with new gulley for water
Bank near path to Hael lane repaired 
Path down from Vineyard now being repaired /Footbridge will then be replaced.
Path from Kittle Green to Pwll Du is now passable, except for one large tree at Hope Davis.
Contractors booked to remove the remaining tree, though delays are expected.
Hill Lane repairs completed after five months.

COASTAL PATH (MUMBLES HEAD - LIMESLADE BAY) 
Coast path re-routing - completed a month ahead of schedule
Dog walker damaged while concrete was wet by walking their dog though causing foot/paw prints

9. COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Call for Articles and Photographs:
Success stories, community updates, and ongoing projects to be featured.

SPECIFIC TOPICS TO INCLUDE:
Reading Room renovations - Clerk to source 
Solar/LED lights completion - Clerk to source
Precept spending  - Clerk to source. 
Active travel track updates - Clerk / Cllr Lyndon Jones to source 
Bishopston Park developments - Clerk / Cllr Lyndon Jones to source 
Gateway to Gower Community Shed - B Ball to source 
Footpaths  - C Scott to source 
South Gower Rugby Club activities - N Lomas to source. 
May Day event advertising - Clerk to source 
Community Cinema - Cllr Lyndon Jones to source 
Donation of cup (Volunteer Declan took photos) 
Timetables of hall users - Clerk to source 

NEWSLETTER FORMAT:
Articles should be concise and engaging.
More visual content requested to enhance readability.
Previous complaints about the newsletter being too lengthy will be addressed.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS:
March 24th to allow adequate time for editing, proof reading my L Ellis and layout preparation.



 
10. PAPER FREE

 Printed Meeting Packs – Opt-In/Opt-Out Discussion
Discussion on reducing paper waste by opting for digital meeting packs.
Concerns raised about Wi-Fi reliability at meetings.
Members given the option to opt in or out of printed copies.

ACTION 
Clerk to contact each member to seek preference. 

11. CITY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR LYNDON JONES
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (LDP2)

 Public meeting has been organised for 07/03/25 at 18:30.

CPR & Defibrillator Training: 
Training event scheduled for March 3rd, with over 50 participants registered.
Bishopston has 310 trained individuals, making it one of the best-prepared areas in Swansea.

ORCHARD
New trees have been added, and the original trees are flourishing.

COMMUNITY CINEMA
 A successful event with a packed church hall. Reminder: Films cannot be publicly advertised.

OLD WAY LIGHTS
 Road closure planned for one week, but may take longer if issues persist.

POTHOLES: 
Repairs requested for Bishopston Road, Old Way, and part of Manselfield Road. Awaiting timeline confirmation.

HISTORY EVENING AND HERITAGE TRAIL:
Plans to organise a History Evening event and develop a heritage trail.
Further discussions needed to finalize details and potential collaboration opportunities.

GLYPHOSATE 
Acknowledgement that Swansea Local Authority will not support with weed control if Bishopston CC was to completely ban
Glyphosate for this initiative to fight weeds. 
Swansea council confirmed that not one area of Swansea has fully banned Glyphosate. Just some areas have banned it in certain
areas. 
Brighton Council previously ceased spraying Glyphosate but has now considering reinstating it due to complaints regarding
obstructions and damage.
It was noted that weed spraying is standard practice in most UK councils.
Complaints about unmanaged weeds are expected to increase, particularly in specific areas such as Long Acre and Northlands
Park.



12. CORRESPONDENCE/CLERK'S REPORT
Defibrillator Discussion

A new defibrillator (defib) box is needed at Pyle Corner.
The charity cannot afford to purchase a new box and has advised that it needs to be made of polycarbonate and installed by an
electrician.

N. Lomas conducted research and found that:
A heated cabinet is not necessary.
Many defib boxes do not require installation by an electrician.
A suitable polycarbonate box is available for £509.
N. Lomas noted that heated shelves in some cabinets activate when the temperature drops below zero. This raised the question of
whether basic, unheated defib boxes still function effectively in cold temperatures. Further clarification may be needed.

The council agreed to fund the purchase of the defib box but will not cover the cost of an electrician for installation or a heated
version of the box.
The charity also noted that Pennard Community Council funds the replacement of all their defibrillator pads. This may be requested
of us in the future.
A set of pads costs £35, expires after three years, and must be replaced when used.
Awaiting Jeremy from the charity to contact the clerk to start the process of getting the defib box installed, ensuring it aligns with
the terms agreed at tonight’s council meeting.

DEFIBRILLATOR COVERAGE GAPS IDENTIFIED FOR FUTURE WORK. 
Killfield
Hareslade

Car Park Lighting
The new car park lights are effective and have improved visibility, making the area feel safer at night.
The lights get turned off at midnight.
Some concerns have been raised regarding the brightness and potential light pollution affecting nearby residents.
A resident has reported being able to see the lights from their bedroom and bathroom window.
Discussion around potential solutions, such as installing deflectors or adjusting the lights to reduce glare.
The possibility of adjusting the angle of the lights to minimise disturbance while maintaining safety was discussed.
It was agreed that a trial period of dimming the lights slightly or using shields would be explored.

Toilet Doors
A complaint was received about the toilet doors not locking properly.
A carpenter was called in to fix the issue at a reasonable cost.
Discussion on whether fire doors are necessary for safety and insurance compliance.
It was agreed that the insurance company would be consulted regarding fire door requirements.

ACTION
Contact insurance to explore if fire doors are needed and are the adequate fire exits enough.  

13. AOB
Community Flowerbeds Complaints:

Cllr Lydnon Jones advised complaints have increased regarding the overgrowth of weeds on roads and public areas.
Anticipation of further complaints as the issue escalates.
Specific areas of concern include Mansel Green, Long Acre, Bishops Road, and Northlands Park, where overgrown weeds obstruct
visibility and pose a safety risk.



CURRENT STATE OF THE FLOWERBEDS:
Mixed opinions on the effectiveness of wildflower planting. While some appreciated the wildflowers, the current state is considered
an eyesore with dead leaves and weeds.
Overgrown vegetation in some areas has made it difficult for residents to navigate safely.
Volunteer efforts have been inconsistent, making maintenance a challenge.
Concerns that large flowerbeds are too difficult to manage without the use of herbicides.

PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:
GRASS RESEEDING:1.

Suggestion to convert flowerbeds back to grass for easier maintenance.
Inclusion of spring bulbs (daffodils, crocuses, tulips, and snowdrops) to add seasonal color with minimal upkeep.
Council to be informed of the necessity to allow daffodils to fully die back before cutting.

SMALLER, MANAGEABLE FLOWERBEDS:2.
Reducing the size of wildflower areas for better maintenance.
Allocating responsibility for certain patches to community groups, schools, or local volunteers.
Discussion needed with K Lawrence, who has invested time and resources into cultivating Mansel Green.
Council to investigate the feasibility of wildflower reseeding in select areas with proper ground preparation.
Introduction of low-maintenance shrubs to provide year-round greenery and reduce the need for intensive upkeep.

NEXT STEPS:
Council to determine which flowerbeds will be converted back to grass and coordinate reseeding efforts.
Discussion with K Lawrence regarding the future of her flowerbed.
Volunteers to be organized for spring bulb planting initiatives.
Investigate funding or community involvement opportunities for planting and maintaining smaller patches.
Ensure maintenance teams are aware of best practices for cutting and preserving seasonal plantings.
Final decision on the flowerbed conversion and maintenance strategy.
Coordinate with Jamie Porter on grass reseeding timelines.
Monitor feedback from residents post-maintenance efforts.

KITCHEN AND STORAGE ISSUES
Issues with kitchen storage were raised, particularly in the lower kitchen.
A suggestion was made to add more cupboards or open shelving to accommodate kitchenware.
Concerns about clutter and breakages due to limited storage space.
Discussion about refurbishing the upper kitchen, which is currently underutilised.
Suggestion to remove unnecessary items, such as old glasses that are only used for art purposes.
Gateway To Gower could have current coffee morning storage room, and the smaller kitchen could become a storage room for the
coffee morning equipment with the freezer. 

AOB ACTIONS:
Investigate options for light deflectors or angle adjustments and trial dimming or shielding.
Contact the insurance company regarding fire door requirements.
Get prices on kitchen cupboards and revamp of smaller kitchen.

NEXT MEETING 31/03/25 AT 19:00 


