Meeting of Copley Common Regeneration Project – 5th August 2020

Attending:
Susan Dunce, Lucie Sudbury*, Lynne Ellis* – Bishopston Community Council
Peter Lanfear – The Commoners Association
Mike Greeenaway, Sue Bradshaw, Lizzie Greenaway – Bishopston Plays Association 
Bishopston Skatepark Project – Jake Gates*, Elliot Wadley*, Sally Gates*, Tony Wadley
Helen Nicholas – Gower Unearthed
Lyndon Jones – City and County of Swansea
Mark McKenna – Down to Earth
Karen Jones – Bishopswood Nature Reserve
* currently involved in the planning stages of the Copley Common Regeneration Project 

Introduction
We are the Copley Common Regeneration Project and we have invited you here to hear our proposals, walk the area and get a feel for our vision. Please remember to keep 2 meters apart and to use the masks and sanitisers provided where necessary. (Lucie to Provide)

Objective
To present our vision for the project and discuss the next stages. 

Background
Since 2018 the Bishopston Skatepark Project has been working hard to find a location for a Skate, Scooter and bike friendly facility in Bishopston, despite some adversity there is a clear need in the area for such a facility, Though perhaps not what everyone automatically thinks of when they hear the term Skatepark. I put my thinking cap on and at our Community Council Meeting 24th February 2020 I presented a proposal for the area of land known as Copley Common (proposal attached). This was agreed as a good idea by all council members in attendance at the time. 
Attached are official, up to date plans of that site together with the Official Copy of the Register and all covenants. 
In March, the Community Council met with the Commoners Association to discuss the proposal and the meeting was a successful one, Mr Lanfear and his colleague were open to the area being used in this way provided that their grazing rights were unaffected and that we continued to consult with them. 
Lynne Ellis, Nick Williams and I then met with Climate and Community who have an ongoing project on the site and a potential site for the pump track area of the project was discussed and identified.
We later relayed this information to the Bishopston Skatepark Project who were incredibly excited at  the news. 
Since that time, and all through lockdown due to Covid-19 , we have liaised and formed a strong bond between the different groups and we have set up the beginnings of what we hope will become the Copley Common Regeneration Project. We have walked the area, taken photographs and the younger and more technological of our members have created a fantastic presentation for you to view today. 
(View Presentation)
In addition to this, Jake, Elliott and Jed, together with the remainder of their team at the Bishopston Skatepark project have secured funding for feasibility studies, they attended webinars on crowd funding, together we have looked at applications for community funding and lottery grants and have reached out to local businesses and experts to assist in the facilitation of this now shared dream of creating a beautiful, ecological and accessible site that will enhance our local area and provide an intergenerational space to conduct various community activities for years to come in a rustic and natural environment.
(walk the area)

Conclusion
We really need the expertise and support of every single person in attendance today and the support of the community as a whole. A survey will be going out as soon as we have confirmation that we may move this project to the next stages and we sincerely hope that you will agree our proposals and engage with us in continued consultation to realise this project.

Thanks.
 
